On a Sculptured Capital in the Cathedral of Autun by Waller, J. G.
This article was downloaded by: [Northwestern University]
On: 17 January 2015, At: 21:09
Publisher: Routledge
Informa Ltd Registered in England and Wales Registered Number:
1072954 Registered office: Mortimer House, 37-41 Mortimer
Street, London W1T 3JH, UK
Archaeological Journal
Publication details, including instructions
for authors and subscription information:
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/raij20
On a Sculptured Capital
in the Cathedral of Autun
Mr. J. G. Waller
Published online: 11 Jul 2014.
To cite this article: Mr. J. G. Waller (1870) On a Sculptured Capital in
the Cathedral of Autun, Archaeological Journal, 27:1, 255-256, DOI:
10.1080/00665983.1870.10851488
To link to this article:  http://
dx.doi.org/10.1080/00665983.1870.10851488
PLEASE SCROLL DOWN FOR ARTICLE
Taylor & Francis makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of
all the information (the “Content”) contained in the publications
on our platform. However, Taylor & Francis, our agents, and our
licensors make no representations or warranties whatsoever as
to the accuracy, completeness, or suitability for any purpose of
the Content. Any opinions and views expressed in this publication
are the opinions and views of the authors, and are not the views
of or endorsed by Taylor & Francis. The accuracy of the Content
should not be relied upon and should be independently verified
with primary sources of information. Taylor and Francis shall not be
liable for any losses, actions, claims, proceedings, demands, costs,
expenses, damages, and other liabilities whatsoever or howsoever
caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with, in relation
to or arising out of the use of the Content.
This article may be used for research, teaching, and private
study purposes. Any substantial or systematic reproduction,
redistribution, reselling, loan, sub-licensing, systematic supply,
or distribution in any form to anyone is expressly forbidden.
Terms & Conditions of access and use can be found at http://
www.tandfonline.com/page/terms-and-conditions
D
ow
nl
oa
de
d 
by
 [N
or
thw
es
ter
n U
niv
ers
ity
] a
t 2
1:0
9 1
7 J
an
ua
ry
 20
15
 
ON A SCULPTURED CAPITAL IN THE CATHEDRAL OF AUTUN. 
By Mr. J. G. WALLER. 
THE Cathedral of Autun, in which this sculptured Capital 
is found, was completed about the middle of the twelfth 
century. It is remarkable for having copied in its details 
many portions of Roman work yet existing in the city, 
notably that of the Porte d'Arroux. The fluted pilasters in 
the latter are imitated in the cathedral, and form a very 
remarkable feature. It is on one of the piers of the nave, 
forming a capital to a pilaster, such as alluded to, that this 
curious piece of sculpture is found. 
It represents a performance upon bells, which is certainly 
singular. Probably the difficulties of the task are its chief 
recommendation. The principal performer seems to have 
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256 SCULPTURED CAPITAL IN THE CATHEDRAL OP AUTUN. 
suspended himself to a cross, on which depend a number of 
bells, two of which he is ringing with his hands, another 
appears through a slit in his tunic, and perhaps is fastened 
to his thigh, and besides he appears to be going through a 
kind of jig at the same time. On each side of him is 
a companion, each of whom is striking the clapper of one 
of the bells suspended from the cross, and one is ringing 
another he holds in his hand. 
This very extraordinary musical performance may be 
recorded thus to notify a benefaction to the structure by 
some company of minstrels; perhaps the pier on which it 
is carved might be erected at their expense, and the sculp-
ture a representation of their last invention in the minstrel's 
or jongleurs art. 
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